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N EW  Y O R K  (A P ) — Amy 
Vanderbilt, the final arb iter of 
social etiquette for m illions of 
A m ericans, has died in a 
plunge from  a second-story 
window of her Manhattan tow­
nhouse.

Po lice said  M iss Vanderbilt, 
66, jumped or fe ll from the w in­
dow F rid a y  night and apparent­
ly  fractured her sku ll.

A passerby found M iss Van­
derbilt lying  near the steps of 
the front entrance of her 100- 
year-old brownstone on the 
fashionable Upper Ea st Side 
shortly before 8 p .m ., police 
said . She was pronounced dead 
on a rriv a l at nearby Metropoli­
tan Hospital.

Po lice said M iss Vanderbilt’s 
husband, Curtis B . K e lla r, a 

' general counsel to the inter­
national division of the Mobil 
Oil Corp., and one of her sons 
by a previous m arriage were at 
home at the tim e of her death.

K e lla r noticed the open w in­
dow and looked out just as the 
passerby discovered his w ife’s 
body.

A firs t cousin of railroad  mo­
gul Commodore Cornelius Van­
derb ilt, M iss Vanderbilt also 
claim ed descent from the first 
Vanderbilt to settle in Am erica, 
Jan  Aersten van der B ilt.

M iss Vanderbilt wrote an in­
ternationally syndicated daily 
newspaper colum n, a monthly 
magazine column and books 
that sold a total of more than 
five  m illion copies.

“ What does Am y Vanderbilt 
say?”  was the firs t question 
asked by m illions of Am ericans 
faced with the details of plan­
ning weddings and form al par­
ties or the problem of making 
funeral arrangem ents.

Considered by m any to be the 
country’s forem ost authority on 
the subject, M iss Vanderbilt be­
gan her career in etiquette in 
1952. P rio r to that she was a 
jou rnalist, advertising woman 
and publicist.

M iss Vanderb ilt, who alw ays 
described herse lf as “ a journal­
is t in  the fie ld  of etiquette,”  
once said of her w ork:

“ I  try  to find out what the 
most genteel people regu larly 
do, what traditions they have

discarded, what compromises 
they have m ade.”

“ I  a lw ays thought, for ex­
am ple, that it  was improper for 
a lady to cro ss her legs. Yet 
recently I  saw  two very em i­
nent lad ies do just that. Now I 
must investigate and find out 
what is co rrect ”

Recently, M iss Vanderbilt ac­
knowledged that traditional eti­
quette w as out of place in an 
age of so c ia l, philosophical and
economic upheaval, f

However, M iss Vanderbilt, 
who preferred  being Addressed 
by her professional nan\e or as 
Mrs K e lla r, took a dim view of 
the fem inist “ Ms ”  title.

‘ ‘Ms is unbearable,’ ’ shq in­
structed. “ Look it up in the" dic­
tionary It  means ‘manu­
script

Born in Staten Island, N .Y ., 
on Ju ly  22, 1908, she was the 
daughter of the former M ary 
Este lle  Brooks and Joseph Mor­
tim er V anderb ilt, an insurance 
broker.

Miss Vanderbilt attended the 
Institute Heubi in Switzerland, 
Packer Collegiate Institute in 
Brooklyn and New York Uni­
versity where she studied jour­
nalism

She was m arried  four tim es 
Her m arriages to Robert S. 
Brinkenhoff in  1929, Morton G . 
C lark in 1935 and Hans Knopf 
in 1954 ended in divorce. She 
m arried K e lla r in 1968. She had 
three sons.

Gove R eagan was 
passenger In car
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SANTA B A R B A R A , C a lif. 
(A P ) — The California High­
way Patro l chased a sedan for 
17 m iles at speeds up to 70 
m iles per hour through heavy 
tra ffic  and when it was stopped 
the d river escaped a citation.

The d rive r w as a Highway 
Patrol o ffice r. H is passenger 
was Gov. Ronald Reagan, the 
patrol said .

P a tro l S g t. John R . Jones 
said Reagan’s  chauffeur “ was 
having d ifficu lty  reaching us on 
the mobile ra d io .”

Jones sa id  he could not ex­
plain why the d rive r of the ve­
hicle was not issued a citation 
fo r speeding.

“ It w ill be handled adm inis­
tra tive ly ,”  Jones added.

h e  T r i a l  o

' Starring DELORES TAYLOH 
and TOM LAUGHLIN

Hospital v is ito rs  
b arred  in Auburn

A U BU RN , Neb. (A P )—State 
Health Departm ent o fficials 
recommended F rid ay  that the 
Nemaha County Hospital be 
closed to v is ito rs  because of a 
local outbreak of intestinal flu .

Hospital Adm inistrator Glen 
Krueger sa id  19 residents from 
the Good Sam aritan  Home here 
were adm itted to the hospital 
F rid ay  su ffering  from the flu .

Krueger sa id  he hoped the ban 
on visitations could be lifted 
w ithin a few  d ays.
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W elcome home, Don Farson 
Ten  years ago Don Farson of 1554 North Tenth Street, 

received  an award for saving the life  of another.
Today, h is eyes moisten when he te lls how great he feels to be 

a liv e .
M r Farson returned the other day from Clarkson hospital 

w here he had some heart valves replaced. During the hours of 
su rg ery and the days la te r, he was in the hands of others 

M r Farso n ’s surgery is  done m any times at the hospital 
There  is  a heart-valve surgery schedule, but fo r the Nebraska 
C ity  m an, there seemed to be only one patient and he was it.

Now comes recuperation It w ill be eight weeks or so before^ie 
is  ab le to return to work as electric superintendent for Nebraska 
C ity  U tilitie s . He’s looking forward to getting back on the job 

Th e  doctor said he was not to be up for any long period. He has 
found that a trip down the hall in h is home or standing and 
gazing out the door for a few moments are about a ll he can take 
fo r the present.

I  suggested we photograph the incision and stitches and use 
the p ictures as Christm as cards as a rem inder of how Christm as 
1974 w as loused up 

Don doesn’t agree. He’s so dingly-dangly hot-bam blasted to 
be a t home and on his feet that he nixed the whole idea (H is 
dad, B rya n , would probably have used a few more choice words 
to answ er that)

Don is  hopeful of gaining his strength back rap id ly He wants 
to take  his w ife to Texas soon to see the new grandchild 

B e st wishes and a speedy recovery, grandpop'
+ + + + +

L a r ry  h yo l, Omaha, was home for Christm as after six and a 
h a lf months of walking. . .2,000 m iles 

The 24-year-old nephew of Mrs Ethel La rk in , ru ra l Nebraska 
C ity , sa id  he spent four years in the N avy dream ing of the day he 
could take a hike His “ h ike”  went from  Spring Mountain, Ga , 
to Mount Katahadin, Maine 

The trek cost him about $1 ,000 He stopped once to earn money 
as a fa rm  hand and again to work sacking and delivering 
groceries He plans to return to UNO to study biology 

He hopes to use his hiking experience to encourage creation of 
h iking tra ils

+ + + + -+•
Congratulations to Ja y  Cohn, 16, son of Mr and M rs Glen Cohn, 

for donating his first pint of blood Ja y ’s dad donated 64 pints 
over the years and his son w ill take over the effort for the Cohn 
fa m ily .

The success of the Red Cross blood program depends heavily 
on people like  the Cohns They not only account for the “ sure- 
thing”  donors each trip , but they do a lot of recruiting 

If  you’ve never given blood, then you’ve never experienced 
the re a l giving of which you’re probably capable Call W ilma 
M cln tire  at 873-3481 You’ll get answ ers to questions and per­
sonal attention from the Red Cross.

-+■ + + +
The best joke we read over Christm as was about Santa ap­

pearing in court:
“ Y o u ’re  charged with flying  without a license, fa ilu re  to file  a 

flig ht p lan , operating a vehicle without a state inspection 
stic k e r, 16 counts of violations of the Interstate Commerce Act, 
trespassing and fa ilu re to pay the national gift tax ”

How’s  that grab you, bud?
+ + + + +

H e re  were 1,150 people killed  on b icycles last ye a r, according 
to the B icyc le  Institute of Am erica and the cause of the deaths 
"hiaS riot bfeen the bikes. It 's  the rid e r who h in s a red light, 
d rives-h is bike into the path of an oncoming truck. I t ’s also the ! 
m otorist who doesn’t know or care about cyclists and drives as if 
■they w ere  not there.

It ’s  a lso  shoulderless roads, narrow streets, congested traffic 
conditions and a tra ffic  environment in  which the b icycle cannot 
hope to compete, much less to w in.

Safety is  the answer and the one-shot PTA-sponsored yearly 
bike c lin ic s  are not enough. B ike sa fe ty , the Institute says, 
should be taught in schools M aryland and New York have 
s im ila r program s now.

+ + 4* + +
The Christm as present I liked most cam e from daughter and 

son-in-law , Mr and M rs Bryan  Mabie — a fam ily portrait at 
Burns Studio 

You should haver heard the kids
“ You mean we gotta get dressed up JU S T  for a p icture'’ ”  No 

3 daughter Jeannea asked.
“ T h a t’s right kiddo. and dressed up means NO 

P A N T S !”  the king and m aster of the house said 
“ I suppose I ’ll have to get a h a ircu t,”  the boy w ith the big feet 

said .
“ No buster, your hair is fine, but if  it isn ’t shampooed and 

combed neatly , you’ll be in trouble right sm ack dab here in 
R ive r C ity , the wise m aster advised 

“ D-a-d-d-y,”  said No 2 daughter C la rissa  (I could tell it was 
som ething sneaky by the tone of her voice)

“ Can I  have Love in the p icture7”  (F o r a ll you fo lks who don’t 
understand a teen-aged daughter, Love is the name of 
som ething super-precious, like  an eight-week-old puppy 

“ Oh, no you don’t ,”  the boy with the beginner’s beard said 
“ I ’m not getting my picture taken with any dog1 ”

(Does th is sound like your home9 )
4- + + + +

“ Now, liste^i kids, this w ill probalby be the only fam ily picture 
we’l l  have tfiken and we’re  going to do it rig h t,”  the king said 
(P lease  notice that the Queen Bee did not in terfere)

Bob and Nathalie Burns are very patient people They got the 
job done and in a short tim e despite the little  conversations that 
took p lace at the studio 

The conversations?
“ You k id s sm ile ,”  the m aster said
“ I ’m  not happy,”  was the anwer
“ Yo u ’re  going to be a lot sadder if  you don’t sm ile ”
F la sh , fla sh , went the Burns cam era. (They’ll never forget 

that p ictu re  job ).

Darwin w ill 
be rebuilt

DARW IN, A ustralia  (A P ) — 
Australian Prim e M inister
Gough Whitlam walked the dev­
astated streets of D arw in  today 
and vowed that A u stra lia ’s 
northern gateway w ill be
rebuilt

As Whitlam spoke, je tlin ers 
flew out of the town carrying  
thousands of residents d is­
placed by the worst natural d is­
aster in Australian h istory 

The death toll stood at 48 to­
day with the d iscovery of two 
bodies floating in D arw in  h ar­
bor

“ It is heartbreaking to see 
that all the effort since the war 
toward building housing in D ar­
win has been destroyed,”  W hit­
lam said after a three-hour tour 
of this isolated northern coast 
city About 90 per cent of the 
city was destroyed ea rly  C h rist­
mas Day in a four-hour cyclone 
that churned out of the Tim or 
Sea

“ The government is  deter­
mined the city  w ill be rebuilt 
and restored,”  he said “ Th is is 
an essential port It has alw ays 
been A ustralia ’s gateway ”  

Whitlam interrupted a E u ­
ropean tour to return for a 
first-hand look at D arw in He 
ca lled  an em ergency cab inet 
meeting for Monday 

Australian, B ritish , New Zea­
land and U S A ir Force planes 
continued ferrying residents 
from the city O fficia ls said  16,- 
800 persons have been flown to 
cities and towns around Aus­
tra lia  and 15,000 m ore are 
scheduled to be a irlifted  out in 
the next two days 

The director of the N atural 
D isasters Organization, M aj 
Gen Alan Stretton, sa id  he 
wanted to evacuate three-quar­
ters of the c ity ’s 41,000 re s i­
dents

M rs. Skrupa wants 
pay h ikes rescinded

OMAHA, Neb (A P )—At least 
one of the newly-elected mem­
bers of the Omaha Public Pow­
er D istric t (O PPD ) Board of 
D irectors is now calling  for the 
d istrict to rescind pay raises 
given O PPD  m anagerial and 
supervisory personnel two 
weeks ago 

The ra ises, some in excess of 
20 per cent, have caused quite 
a stir among residents in the 
d istrict, because they were 
being forced to swallow a 13 5 
per cent rate increase at the 
same tim e the pay ra ises were 
winning approval 

M rs Rosem ary Skrupa of 
Omaha, who w ill be seated dur­
ing the next board meeting, has 
called for the rejection of the 
pay hikes 

“ Since the present OPPD 
board failed to act to resolve 
the c ris is  provoked by the ex- 
horbitant pay and rate in­
creases granted management, 
another solution must be 
found,”  said  M rs Skrupa in a 
news release 

Mrs Skrupa said the re jec­
tion of the pay ra ises would be 
a “ sacrifice  made in rec­
ognition of their (those winning 
the ra ises) roles as community 
leaders who must be the first to 
set a good exam ple m the fight 
against inflation ”

Om aha M ayor Ed w ard  
Zorinsky and Douglas County 
Commissioner P J  Morgan 
have also come out strongly 
against the O PPD pay ra ise  ac­
tion

D r Bostwick dies

SC O TTSB LU FF , Neb (A P ) -  
Services w ill be Tuesday morn\ 
mg for Dr Helen Bostw ick, 76J 
a chiropractor who w as lonj 
active in c iv ic  a ffa irs

Governor Bu m p ers  
to take seat soon

L IT T L E  RO CK, A rk . (A P ) -  
Gov Dale Bum pers announced 
today that he w ill resign at 
noon Jan  3 so he m ay take his 
seat in the U S Senate at the 
earliest possible moment w ith­
out legal com plications ,

Lt Gov Bob R iley  w ill serve 
the rem ainder of Bum pers’ 
term , which runs until Jan  14.

Bum pers’ announcement at a 
news conference ended weeks 
of speculation over how he 
would handle the move from 
the state capital to Washington

Police answer 
Lin co ln  m an

LIN CO LN , Neb. (A P )-A  L in ­
coln man who wrote a public 
letter of protest over what he 
believes is police harassment of 
persons stopped for driving 
while intoxicated , has now tak­
en issue w ith the police depart­
ment’s response to his com­
plaints

Roger D ickeson, president of 
M id-America W ebpress, contin­
ues to m aintain that local po­
lice are e rring  in their failure 
to inform DW I suspects of their 
constitutional rights by admin­
istering the so<alled Miranda 
warning 

Police had responded by 
pointing to court rulings which 
held M iranda warnings are un­
necessary in misdeftieanor and 
traffic violation cases 

However, Dickeson argued, in 
a letter dated Dec 26, that 
someone stopped for possible 
DWI also is  liab le  to charges 
other than tra ffic  violations, in­
cluding at least two possible 
felonies

Dickeson’s firs t letter cited 
s ix  separate cases of alleged 
police harassm ent of DWI sus­
pects D ickeson  claim ed  sus­
pects are being denied con­
stitutional rig h ts and that po­
lice  conduct stakeouts of tav­
erns along the Comhusker 
Highway 

Contacted F rid a y , Nebraska 
Atty Gen C larence Meyer said 
fla tly “The M iranda warnings 
are never requ ired  by law ” 

Meyer did say it is advisable 
to adm inister the Miranda 
warnings in the event that a 
DWI suspect is discovered to 
have committed some other 
crim e

In the case of a DWI or re­
lated violation, such as refusal 
to submit to a breath test, Mey­
er said the M iranda warnings 
are completely unneeded be­
cause the police have no use 
for any statem ent from the sus­
pect—the o ffice r can observe 
the crim e and h is personal 
testimony is enough for a con­
viction without any statement

New horse barn 
at fairgrounds

LIN C O LN , Neb (A P )—The 
State F a ir  Board has awarded 
a contract to Atco Construction 
Co of Lincoln for construction 
of a new horse barn complex 
north of the fairgrounds’ race 
track

The Atco bid of $430,433 was 
the lowest of seven received, 
the board said

The board had asked for bids 
with a variety of options, then 
decided Frid ay upon its p re fer­
ence within budgetary guide­
lines The option chosen ca lls  
for a metal building with wood­
en horse sta lls and wooden 
doors

Atco has assured the board 
the fa c ility  w ill be completed in 
tim e for the 1975 Fairgrounds 
race meet which begins in mid- 
Ju ly

A ll but three of the present 
wooden barns w ill be removed 
with the remaining three rem o­
deled for continued use for 
about 200 sta lls

The new barn complex w ill 
accommodate about 238 mounts 
and include 24 lack rooms

Omahan c r it ica l 
following fire

OM AHA. Neb (A P )—An
Omaha man was listed in c riti 
cal condition Friday after suf 
fering smoke inhalation during 
an ea rly  morning fire  that 
swept though his home 

Hospitalized was Reuben Ta l 
bert, 63, who was alone, and 
apparently tried to escape from 
the flam ing fram e house F ire  
men found Talbert lying in 
front of a doorway 

F ire  investigators said the 
blaze m ay have been started b> 
sm oking m bed 

The fire  destroyed a bed­
room, the attic and ceiling of 
the one-story house Damage 
was estim ated at $10,000 

Ta lb ert s w ife, Lydia, is re ­
covering from a back in ju ry at 
a local hospital, and was not at 
home when the fire broke out
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